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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Marine Inquiry 

Written submission from Argyll and Bute Council 

Are the objectives for the establishment of the Scottish Marine Regions still 
appropriate?  

Yes; as a board member of the Clyde Marine Planning Partnership (CMPP), it is 
considered that all of the objectives for the Scottish Marine Regions are still valid and 
appropriate.  

How effective has the approach to establishing Marine Planning Partnerships 
been in practice? Are they working as anticipated? What are the 
opportunities/constraints/barriers to success?  

The Officer is in agreement with comments made by the CMPP.  

In establishing the CMPP, wide stakeholder involvement has provided a good and 
varied knowledge base. However, with such a large and diverse group, there have 
been fundamental challenges in agreeing; basic Plan development, data 
assessments, time-lines, funding sources, and staff resources. 

What progress has been made in the development and implementation of 
Regional Marine Plans and what are the objectives and priorities for the next 5-
10 years?  

For the Firth of Clyde, the Officer is in agreement with comments made by the CMPP.  

For the Argyll region, minimal progress has been made.  A recent steering group in 
Argyll is in the early stages of starting a three year marine management project: Marine 
Protected Area Management and Monitoring (MarPAMM). Through the MarPAMM 
project it is intended to trial the production of management plans at a regional scale in 
Argyll and the Outer Hebrides. The objectives and priorities are detailed at: www.mpa-
management.eu.  

Is the system of marine planning sufficiently integrated with the terrestrial 
planning system?  

Yes. Further to the comments made by the CMPP, under the Marine (Scotland) Act 
2010, National Planning Framework, and National Marine Plan, all marine planning for 
the Argyll region is fully integrated within the terrestrial planning system, the Marine 
and Coastal Development Policy Officer post being part of the Development Plans 
team and working closely with Development Management on marine planning and 
licencing applications. 
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What is required to deliver an effective Marine Planning system under Part 3 of 
the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010? Is the National Marine Plan capable of delivering 
sustainable development within Scottish Marine Regions in advance of those 
areas having an RMP in place?  

The National Marine Plan is capable of delivering sustainable development within 
Scottish Marine Regions in advance of those areas having an RMP in place. This is 
demonstrated through the growing high numbers of marine related planning 
applications and marine licences that the Council receives. National Marine Plan 
policies are used where appropriate in the delivery of sustainable development, 
alongside Local Development Plan and Supplementary Guidance policies as 
appropriate.  

What funding and support is available for the development of RMPs?  

The Officer is in agreement with comments made by the CMPP for the Clyde Region. 

For the Argyll region, funding resources are limited. Refer to comments under Q.8. 

What duties/requirements are there on local authorities to develop and 
implement RMPs?  

Under the Scottish Planning Policy, the planning system supports an integrated 
approach to coastal planning to ensure that development plans and regional marine 
plans are complementary.  The Council ensures integration with policies and activities 
arising from the National Marine Plan, the CMPP, Regional Marine Plans, and 
Integrated Coastal Zone Management, including aquaculture. 

As stated within the National Marine Plan review 2018; “RMPs will be developed by 
Marine Planning Partnerships (MPPs) and will implement national policies at a 
regional level, taking account of local circumstances and issues”. 

Is there sufficient marine planning expertise in all Local Authorities for 
development of RMPs?  

Developing a RMP for the Argyll Region in particular would be resource intensive. It is 
important to note that any future proposal for a West Coast Planning Partnership will 
have significant resource limitations/implications, and as such would require additional 
resources for the Council to manage. The resource limitations are similar to those 
outlined within answers to questions 1, 6 and 8 of the CMPP response.  In particular, 
the concerns expressed by the CMPP in relation to the significant contribution of 
Partnership Members to the development of regional marine planning through staff 
time dedicated to the process and the concern expressed, as to how this level of 
commitment could be sustained going forward as further marine regions and 
development of regional marine plans is rolled out should not be underestimated. 


